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                B-PEP NEWS RELEASE:  Tuesday, September 6, 2005

          “B-PEP Urges Gov. Ed Rendell and the State Senate to Block

        Bill Denying Released Felons the Right to Vote”



On this date, Tuesday, September 6, 2005, B-PEP, the Black Political



Empowerment Project, sent Gov. Ed Rendell a letter urging him to

ask the Senate of Pennsylvania to not back House Bill 1318.  B-PEP also calls on the State Senate to reject House Bill 1318.   If the Senate were to pass a similar measure to House Bill 1318, B-PEP is requesting that the Governor veto the legislation.  If signed into law, this proposed legislation would overturn the current right of felons in Pennsylvania to have their voting rights restored once released from prison.   This new legislation would prevent former felons from voting until they have completed their parole or probation requirements, which in many instances might take years.  The Black Political Empowerment Project asks “Why?”  Why further alienate persons who, for whatever reasons, already feel a disconnect from the communities in which they live?  Why create a further disconnect between the former felons and the citizens with whom they will now be interacting on a daily basis?  Is it really in the interest of the community-at-large to further “institutionalize” the isolation of former felons? Why not make those returning to the community feel as though they are REALLY returning, and that they will now have a new opportunity to begin again as, hopefully, contributing citizens of Pennsylvania?  It is the position of B-PEP that this proposed wholesale disenfranchisement of former felons will only serve politicians who either wish to prove to their constituents that they are “tough on crime”, or who believe that former felons will only be voting for a particular party.   Either position is unacceptable.

                        Since 1986, the Black Political Empowerment Project has been

                        dedicated to the goal of creating a mindset within the Black

2.

                        community that “African Americans VOTE in each and every

                        election!”   B-PEP also seeks to encourage persons who are elected

                        to public office to more expeditiously and effectively meet the many

                        needs of the African American community.  Thirdly, B-PEP seeks to

                        have the African American community see the “connectedness” of a

significantly improved Black voting pattern which allows the many needs of our community to be more appropriately addressed.   It is the strongly held position of the Black Political Empowerment Project that instead of further alienating people from participation in society, we should be giving these individuals a stronger stake in the community in which they live by ENCOURAGING them to “VOTE in each and every election” – and to begin doing so upon

release from prison.  We, as a society, should do everything we can

to encourage former felons to utilize ballots – not bullets!!  The signing of House Bill 1318 by the Governor will only serve to further separate us as Pennsylvania citizens rather than bring us closer together as a community!  It will also serve to almost guarantee a future history of non-voting newly-enfranchised citizens due to the

pattern of non-participation in the voting process that is legislated

by House Bill 1318!  B-PEP views the passing of such proposed legislation as particularly egregious and inappropriate in light of the fact that the year 2005 happens to be the 40th anniversary of the momentous 1965 Voting Rights Act.

The Black Political Empowerment Project therefore calls upon Governor Ed Rendell to take a leadership role in urging Pennsylvania legislators to not allow such negative and disempowering legislation to pass now or in the future.  If the Senate joins the House in passing this proposal, B-PEP calls upon the Governor to VETO it.



                                            Tim Stevens, Chairman


                                                        The Black Political Empowerment Project







“It’s a LIFETIME COMMITMENT…

African Americans VOTE in EACH and EVERY election!!”

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the 1965 Voting Rights Act
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